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Historical and religious places in East Vidarbha

with special reference to Gadchiroli district
Mr. Gurudas Dadaji Balki
Assistant Professor, Dept of History,

Shree Shivaji Arts, Commerce & Science College Rajura Dist-Chandrapur

Preface :

Gadchiroli district, with a total area of 14,412
square kilometres, was created by separating
Chandrapur district on August 26, 1982. Gadchiroli
district is 180.43' to 210.50" north latitude and
790.45 'to 800.53' east longitude. Gadchiroli district
is located to the east of Vidarbha in the state of
Mabharashtra. Rajnandgaon district of Chhattisgarh
state is to the east, Chandrapur district is to the
west, Bhandara district is to the north and Adilabad,
Karimnagar district of Andhra Pradesh and
Jagdalpur district of Chhattisgarh are to the south
of Gadchiroli district. River Godavari and Indravati
are to the south and east of Gadchiroli. Near about
76 percent of total area of district is covered by
forest. The total population of the district is
10,72,942 and the population of males and females
are 541328 and 531614.' Male to female ratio is
1000:982. The sex ratio in Gadchiroli district 1s
better than other districts in Maharashtra. Gadchiroli
district has the highest population of Scheduled
Tribes 0f41,5,306 which is 38.17 percent of total
population. Gadchiroli district is known as a tribal
district. This district is very remote and is in
undeveloped state till now. Gadchiroli district is a
completely Naxal-affected district. Although
Naxalism is the biggest obstacle to the development
of the district, now a days project like iron ore
production from the Surjagad hills has started for
its development.

BACKGROUND OF THE GADCHIROLI
DISTRICT :

Gadchiroli district was earlier included in
Chandrapur district and Gadchiroli, Sironcha was
functioning as a tehsil in Chandrapur district.
Gadchiroli tehsil has existed since 1905 with the
transfer of land and property between Chandrapur
and Bramhapuri. In the later period, the Gond king

of Chandrapur, Khandakya Ballalshah, established
his kingdom by establishing Chandrapur. Thus, the
Gond kings ruled the area for the next few years.?

In the later period, part of Chandrapur came
under the rule of Marathas. After Berar came under
the control of British East India Company in 1853,
Chandrapur became an independent district of Berar
in 1854. The area was under central jurisdiction
until 1956, when the state was restructured. After
that, Chandrapur was included in the Bombay State
as per the state restructuring. The state of
Maharashtra was formed by the Central
Government in 1960 and Chandrapur district was
included in it and then on 26th August 1982
Chandrapur district was divided and an independent
Gadchiroli district came into existence.’

After the formation of Gadchiroli district, the
district was divided into 6 subdivisions. They are
as follows- 1) Gadchiroli 2) Desaiganj (Wadsa)
3)Aheri 4) Kurkheda 5) Chamorshi 6) Etapalli.
Each subdivision consists of two tehsils. The district
has a total of 12 talukas and 1688 revenue villages.
It has two cities 1) Gadchiroli 2) Desaiganj
(Wadsa).* The district has 9 Nagar Panchayats
(Kurkheda, Korchi, Dhanora, Chamorshi,
Mulchera, Aheri, Etapalli, Sironcha, Bhamragad)
and three Municipalities (Gadchiroli, Desaiganj and
Armori).

Memories of the ancient temple at Markanda
in Gadchiroli district, the fort at Vairagad, Surjagad
fort and Tipagad fort evoke memories of the past.
Markanda Dev -

An important religious site in Gadchiroli district
is the Markandeshwar Temple situated on the banks
of'the Wainganga River in Chamorshi Tehsil. This
temple is very ancient and Dr. V. V. According to
Mirashi, the temple was built by Rashtrakuta king
Gavind III° inthe 8th or 9th century. The peculiarity

(34¢)
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of this temple is that there are some similarities
between this temple and the temple at Khajuraho
and it is customary to compare this temple with the
temple at Khajuraho.¢

The village is on the west bank of the
northbound course of the Wainganga River, which
flows to the south for two miles. After the
construction of the temple, the village was named
Markanda after the sage Markandeshwar. A British
official, General Cunningham, has inspected the
temple complex and recorded the temple.” As this
is a very important geographical feature of the
Wainganga river, the temple may have been built
at this place giving religious significance to the
Dakshinavahini river Uttarvahini.

The main temple in this group of temples
is the Markandeshwar Temple. The story of sage
Markandeshwar is mentioned in Puranas.® There
were 24 temples here earlier. Over time, only 18
temples remain. Some of these are in a state of
disrepair, while others are on the verge of extinction.
Some temple shoes look just as left. Out of all these
temples, four temples are in good condition.
Markandeshwar, Mukundeshwar, Nandikeshwar,
Yama and Dashavatar are the major temples here.
All the images are carved from the base of the
temple to the top. In this image, Vishnu, Surya,
Agni, Brahma, Sivagana, Ganapati, Kartikeya,
Parvati, Durga, Chamunda, Trimurtisurya,
Shivatandava are prominent. It is mentioned that
the number was 409 ecarlier.” The history of
Rajurkar's Chandrapur is found in this book. This
may have been due to the destruction of some
temples. All these temples are surrounded by one
wall and this wall is in a dilapidated condition at
present and the stones of the wall are scattered
elsewhere. After seeing the idols of these deities,
the local people of the area may have been
worshiping these deities at that time.

The temple of Markandeshwar is facing
east and has entrances in three directions, east,
south and north. On the outside of each entrance
is a small porch-like pavilion. The porch (semi-

mandapa) of this temple has four parts namely
sabhamandapa, antaral and sanctum sanctorum.
The sanctum sanctorum was composed ofthe main
peak and other small peaks supporting it. From the
base to the top, it looks like it is decorated with
beautiful carvings and embroideries.'’ Due to the
demolition of the western side of the temple's
spire, 10 the area looks dilapidated today. The front
of this temple is the sabhamandap. There Shiva's
vehicle Nandi is installed. Since this temple has
been neglected, it seems that the stones of this
temple have been removed from a long time ago.

In the group of other temples, there is a temple
of Nandikeshwar in front of the Markandeshwar
temple. It has a very large image of Nandi. This
image is now broken. The river flows in front of
this temple. The second largest temple in this group
is known as Mrikund Rishi, the father of Markandey
Rishi. The upper roof of the temple is supported
by ornate pillars with four beautiful carvings. And
there is a very high peak on this holy place. This
peak is almost complete and is a masterpiece of
fine art. This temple is dedicated to Shiva. Here is
the Shivling. In all these temples, the sacred place
is dedicated to Yama Dharmaraja, the god of death.
The surface of this temple is dedicated to
Mrityunjaya Shiva. !

Some other temples have a Dashavatar temple
of Vishnu with a sculptural invention of Dashavatara.
The temple has a 22 meter open very long and 2
meter circular path. The temple is divided into 12
rooms. The two rooms are dedicated to the idol
of Vishnu and the remaining 10 rooms are for
Dashavatara. Each section has a seating
arrangement for the idol. But now many sections
are empty. This temple seems to be very ancient
in all these temple groups. Artisans may have been
brought in from outside to build these temples
because if the artisans were local here, such
structures would have been built elsewhere but we
do not see that.

Mahashivaratri at Markanda is a 15-day
pilgrimage in February-March. This Yatra was
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started by Rani Hirai of Chandrapur. The peak of
the sanctum sanctorum of the Markandeshwar
temple during the reign of Rani Hirai collapsed.
Then Rani Hirai erected a pillar and arches for the
assembly hall and made it a roof. After completing
the restoration work, Rani Hirai started her journey
here.'? It is still going on today.

The importance of this very ancient, historical
and religious place is important for Gadchiroli
district. At present, part of this temple has been
demolished. The temple is maintained by the
Archaeological Survey of India. The temple's spire
is being repaired, but at present it has been neglected
by the Archaeological Department, so it is on the
verge of extinction..

Fort of Vairagad :

During the rule of Rashtrakutas and Chalukyas
in East Vidarbha, the Naga dynasty ruled in the
ninth century at Vairagad, east of Waingange." The
first king of this dynasty was Kurumapruhod. This
king built forts at Vairagad, Gadbori and Rajoli.
The fort of Vairagad, built by Manaraja
Kurumpruhod, was built by Yusuf Adil Khan, the
commander of the Bahamani Sultan Muhammad
Shah III. In 1441, after a six-month siege, he
conquered and landed. Yusuf Adil Khan's motive
behind this attack was to capture the diamond mine
at Vairagad." There was a diamond mine at
Vairagad fort. This information is also found in Abul
Fazl's book Ain-e-Akbari.”* and in the District
Gazetteer 1422 is given as.

Later, Gondaraja Babaji Ballalshah of
Chandrapur (1572-1597) built a new fort on the
site of the fort which was demolished by Yusuf.
Babaji Shah appointed Harchandra Gond as fort
keeper. He was formerly the caretaker of King
Puramshah of Tipagad. The fort covers an area of
ten acres. It is built of solid black stone with a deep
moat around it. The height of the wall should be
15-20 feet high. The entrance to the fort is to the
south. You have to go through three gates to enter
the fort. The first door is attached to the wall by
a wall. After entering, another door is opened and

after entering, the main entrance ofthe fort is opened.
After walking a few steps, you come to a platform.
On it was the house and office of the fort keeper'
nearby is a Keshavnath temple. This temple is built
on the side of the wall. It is built by Harchandra
fort. This temple is dilapidated and the idols were
taken to the village by the villagers and a temple
was built there. The well on the fort must have been
used to supply water to the fort. Also, the
Keshavnath temple adjacent to the fort wall may
have been used for worship by the people living on
the fort.

The feature of this fort is that the deep moat
around the fort should be dug to protect the fort
from the enemy. This part was economically
important as there was a diamond mine on Vairagad
fort. Therefore, the state should have a constant
fear of foreign invasion, deep trenches may have
been dug to protect it from foreign invasion. The
fort has collapsed in some places. To the northwest
of'this fort is a hill called 'Idga’. In 1422, Yusuf Adil
Khan invaded Vairagad. The tombs of about 108
Muslim soldiers who were killed in the battle are
on the hill. There is a diamond mine at the foot of
this hill. Later, this fort was in the possession of
Gond kings till the end. The fort was conquered by
Raghuji IT of Nagpur in 1795. The diamond mine
has names like Vairagar, Vajrakar, Vaiduryagar in
Sanskrit. That is why the village got its name
Vairagad. This mine was in operation till 1843 AD.
Due to depletion of diamond stock, it was
discontinued during the reign of Raghuji Bhosale
11"

Tipagad fort :

Tipagad hill is 2000 feet (609.60 m) above
sea level in Dhanora tehsil of Gadchiroli district.
This hill is 3 miles from Murumgaon. (4.82 km) The
fort is fortified on the hill where necessary. The fort
is 1066 yards long, wide and two miles in
circumference, east-west and north-south
respectively. Inside the fort there is a lake which
is very deep. A river originates from this lake. She
joins the river Khobragade. It is called Tipagadi

(380)
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river. The same river is known as Valochana near
Vairagad. There was a children's fort on the side
of the lake, but now there are only ruins. This
kindergarten has a basement minus the basement.
There is a small lake in the northwest corner of the
fort. Gond Raja Puram Shah was the mandlik of
Babaji Ballal Shah. After conquering the fort of
Vairagad, it was handed over to Puram by Babaji
Shah. Apart from this, Puram had annexed parts
of Chhattisgarh to his kingdom. He had 2000
soldiers, 5 elephants and 250 cavalry.'® The water
of the lake at Tipagad fort is being used to meet
the water needs of the fort as well as for agriculture.

After Puramshah's death, Babaji Ballal Shah
appointed Harchandra, the general of Puram, as
the fort keeper of Vairagad and took possession
of Tipagad, which was under Puram's control. It
was Harchandra who established Saptadhama at
Vairagad. These Saptadhams are Bhandareshwar,
Nandikeshwar, Pataleshwar, Dubleshwar,
Anchaleshwar, Rameshwar and Mahabaleshwar.
Of'these seven temples, Bhandareshwar's temple
is located on a high hill west of Vairagad village.
The temple is small and has Shivpind in it. The
remains of Nandikeshwar are on the banks ofthe
river Vailochana to the east of the village. The rest
of the dhams have been darkened in the belly of
time. Their remains are also not available.
Summary :

While studying the historical and religious places
in Gadchiroli district, one has to study mainly
Markanda, Vairagad, Tipagad, Surjagad. At present
the condition of the temple at Markanda is not very
good. The collapsed stones of the temple are
scattered elsewhere. This temple comes under the
jJurisdiction of the Archaeological Survey of India.
In today's situation, the renovation of the temple
seems to have started. Much of the work is under
construction. The historical heritage of Gadchiroli
district needs to be preserved by paying special
attention to this historical building. Similarly, the
condition of the fort of Vairagad is also bad. Since
all this area 1s covered with forest, this area was

not taken care of by the British after the

establishment of British rule. Therefore, the historical

buildings here were neglected. These include

Vairagad fort, and Tipagad fort. The British wanted

wood from this area. For this, he achieved his goal

by making his center at Sironcha. But did not pay

attention to this fort. They have not been repaired.

So various trees grew on this fort and now only the

broken remains of those forts are left there. To

know all these forts, we have to rely entirely on

archeological tools and tools written in the past. It

will not take long for the historical heritage of

Gadchiroli district to be destroyed in the course of

time, if these historical monuments are not taken

care of in time. It is the responsibility of everyone

to preserve the heritage we have inherited.
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